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Introduction

In China today, it is increasingly important to be able to communicate well in English and
to use the language for listening and speaking in real contexts. This practical ability is clearly
valuable for your College English Tests and more advanced university English courses, and in
the longer term for your progress in many professions as well as for practical work and social
situations when travelling and studying outside China. Good communicative abilities in English
can also help you to understand people from cultures where English is used as a second or other
language. Developing your ability to communicate creatively means paying attention to different
ways of understanding speech and expressing yourself in a wide variety of contexts, developing
greater fluency, confidence, and flexibility, and being able to think clearly and solve problems
using English. It means being aware of how people in other cultural contexts may communicate
and how you may develop intercultural communication skills.

The College English Creative Communication books focus on all of these aspects of oral English
in a variety of practical situations with plenty of opportunity for further practice. The series
helps you to think through your own ideas and express your own thoughts, opinions, and feelings
about different topics in English and to have greater awareness of how others may think and
behave in intercultural situations. Making comparisons across different cultural contexts also
helps you to think about cultures and ways of living in China, and to establish your own social

and cultural identity more firmly.

Special Features of This Book

College English Creative Communication has key features which:

® Develop your listening and speaking skills for many practical situations, using different
activities, a variety of approaches, and a range of learning strategies related to interesting topics;

® Help you to systematically learn key words and useful phrases for interaction, with lots of
opportunities to practise using them;

® Give you sustained practice in focused listening for detailed information, listening for
implications, and taking notes while listening;

® Explain cultural information and offer insights and activities for using English to develop
your cultural awareness and intercultural understanding;

® Develop your creativity, giving you plenty of opportunities to express your own ideas,
experience, and opinions, and to solve problems, use your creative imagination and work

collaboratively — all in English.

Modules and Sections
Each book has eight modules. Each module has a particular theme to help you to develop
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practical communication skills. Within each module there are two units; each unit has Sections A,
B, C, and D.

Module

First Unit Second Unit
A. Starting Out A. Listening and Speaking
Work in pairs to get you thinking and talking Continue to improve your skills through the
about this topic. use of conversations and vocabulary activities.
B. Listening and Speaking B. Directed Listening
Develop your skills through conversations Practise obtaining specific information or
containing useful words and phrases, and understanding implications through focused
activities using these words. listening activities.

C. Creative Speaking
Think about and discuss various topics to
develop your creativity in English.

C. Directed Listening
Listen for details or to understand implications.

D. Culture Corner

Discover information, explanations, and cultural
comparisons through activities designed to
develop intercultural skills.

D. Progress Tests
Practise and build up your skills to prepare
you for the College English Test.

Starting Out

This first section in each module is an activity which briefly gets you to think about the
topic and prepares you for the activities that follow. Using pictures or prompts (such as a form or
questionnaire to fill in), you work in pairs to ask each other questions and exchange ideas and
opinions. Sometimes when your pair has finished, you join another pair to compare answers.
Thus, if this has involved note-taking, you use your notes to compare your ideas with those of
other pairs. If this activity has involved role-playing, you could perform your role-play to another
pair. This starting activity need not take very long.

Listening and Speaking

Here, you first hear a recorded conversation, then you read through it aloud with a partner,
taking different roles. By listening, you pay attention to the overall meaning and to how particular
phrases are pronounced; in reading you attempt to reproduce the stress and intonation. Then
there are activities for you to employ the key words and phrases in similar contexts. If necessary,
check the meaning of any words which are still unfamiliar to you in a dictionary; you will hear
them several times and you will be using them later. Then there are further practice activities
to use this vocabulary in different ways: you may fill in gaps in a brief text, describe pictures or
charts, complete a form or questionnaire, or perhaps do a brief role-play giving real or imaginary
responses. In the second unit of each module there are further listening and speaking activities

using different language on the same theme to give you progressive ways to build up your skills.

Directed Listening
In this section you practise focused listening: you hear a recording and listen for specific

details (e.g. people’s names, numbers, or places). There is plenty of variety: sometimes you
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complete a form or questionnaire or take brief notes using the information you hear; at other

times you listen for implied meanings.

Culture Corner

This section is designed to help to raise your intercultural awareness and to develop
communication skills in intercultural contexts. A text on the theme of the module discusses
aspects of interaction which can be problematic when you communicate with people from other
cultures. Taking realistic situations, your attention is drawn to how people behave across cultures
and how some may interpret the same situation differently from the way many Chinese people
are likely to interpret it.

Each Culture Corner has a participation activity or two which offers a potential cultural
clash and different interpretations on it. You are asked to discuss the interpretations and think
about how you interpret the given situation and how you think others might interpret it —
your teacher can help you to understand the meanings and possible consequences of different
decisions or interpretations. Often these situations show misunderstandings between Westerners
and Chinese people: as some of the activities themselves emphasize, there are many variations
among different Westerners (some situations involve people who are French, German or others
who are using English as a second language) and also among Chinese. Every cultural group has
members who are different and have a variety of views and behaviour; it is helpful to be aware of
possible language and cultural differences within groups as well as across groups. The Culture
Corners allow you to step into the shoes of people from different cultural groups and look at a
situation from different points of view. There is no single correct point of view but you will come
to understand how some interpretations may cause problems in a situation while others offer a
way to move beyond the cultural misunderstanding. You also have the chance to apply your oral

skills and raise your intercultural sensitivity through role-plays on the same theme.

Creative Speaking

This section helps you to use the language of the module in a new context: to express your
own ideas, opinions, and experiences and to use your imagination in English. Here, too, there is
no right answer because in the given contexts there are many possibilities and opportunities for
imaginative, thoughtful responses and a variety of ways of thinking and using English expressions.

This section encourages you to be creative, use your imagination and develop varied ways
of expressing yourself. The topic or task is quite likely to be one that you have never talked
about before in English, for instance you may be asked to talk about proverbs, metaphors, and
interesting quotations or to play with language and to handle new ideas. Sometimes, you will
conduct an interview or role-play a short radio or TV broadcast. Working in pairs or groups, you
will think of ideas, solve a problem, or come to a decision and evaluate something. To prepare
and present your answers in pairs or small groups, you will need to develop teamwork skills and

collaborate, which also helps to develop your social skills in English.

Progress Tests

This final section in each module gives you plenty of systematic practice to prepare for the
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CET listening test. You will listen to both long and short dialogues, and passages with gaps in

them. These will provide good groundwork for the CET listening test.

Some Guidance to Develop your Creative Communication

Here are some ways in which you can ensure you get the most from this book:

You can effectively develop your oral English skills and your creativity by working within
the framework of these modules, with the support of your teacher; the design of these
materials means that you are often working with one or two partners in pairs or groups
— you need to be willing to do this, and to help each other progress.

You need to take some responsibility for your progress, by understanding the purposes of
activities and what you need to do in them, and by noticing useful language expressions
and trying to reproduce some of these where possible.

You can improve your expression partly by listening, not only for words and phrases
but also for meanings, stress, and intonation, and for varied ways of saying interesting
things. Here you are not simply repeating and recycling words and phrases, but trying
to use them in new situations and to express your own ideas, opinions, knowledge, and
experience as well as developing your thinking and imagination — all this needs time
and effort, but here you have a good chance to do all this.

Do not worry if you do not feel confident yet or if, just now, you are afraid of making
mistakes; the important points are to make an effort, take some risks by trying to say new
things, and to know that here you are developing not only your oral English skills but also
working with ideas, cultures, problem-solving, and developing creative and imaginative

thinking.

The Authors and Editors

The team of authors and editors of the Creative Communication series have extensive

experience of teaching oral English. They have been working with Chinese learners and

have carried out research in China and internationally for many years; they all have a strong

background in designing, writing, and using textbooks.

In alphabetical order the authors and editors are:

Professor Martin Cortazzi, PhD, Visiting Professor of Applied Linguistics, University of
Warwick, UK.
Li Po Lung, Senior English Language Instructor, Hong Kong University of Science and

Technology, Hong Kong, China.

Professor Lixian Jin, PhD, Professor of Linguistics and Intercultural Learning, De Montfort
University, UK.
Ian Smallwood, Head of Academic Quality, University of Hull, UK.

Martin Cortazzi
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I Really Enjoyed It

Section A: Starting Out

Work in pairs. Look at the following categories of films and work together to think of one
example of each. Write the title of each example in the space provided. You may use a
dictionary to check the meanings of the categories.

Category Film Me My partner
Romance
Historical
Comedy
Science Fiction
Children’s
Thriller
Horror
Musical
War
Documentary

Now rank the categories of films from one to ten with one being your most favourite and
ten being your least favourite. You can use the categories listed above or add new ones of
your own. Discuss the differences between your list and your partner’s.
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Section B: Listening and Speaking

¢»» Work in pairs. Listen to the following three conversations in which two people are discussing

the films being shown at a local outdoor cinema. As you listen, match the conversations
to the film titles and descriptions by writing the number of the conversation in the space
provided.

The Hobbit
The magical characters and stunning landscapes of Middle-earth are brought to life in this
long-awaited adaptation.

Gravity
An attention-grabbing blockbuster with stellar performances and out-of-this-world effects.

Frozen
Kids and grown-ups alike will love this enchanted tale with a host of loveable animated
characters.

Conversation Conversation Conversation

Conversation 1

Speaker 1: Did you see the film on TV last night?

Speaker 2: Do you mean that children’s film? The musical?

Speaker 1: Yes, the one that won lots of awards. I think it’s suitable for all ages, really. It
has quite a simple story, but I really enjoyed it.

Speaker 2: I watched it, but I didn’t like it very much. I prefer films that have more
complex plots.

Speaker 1: I like films that let me escape from reality — you know, ones that are a little
bit magical with heroes and heroines. I had a big smile on my face all the way
through.

Speaker 2: I admit it’s a well-made film. The animation is excellent and I was very impressed

by the music.

\_

N

J

Conversation 2

Speaker 1: T've just watched a great film. I think you’d really like it.

Speaker 2: What’s it about?

Speaker 1: It’s a science fiction thriller set in space. It’s about two people who end up

stranded in space. It sounds a bit silly, I guess, but it looks very realistic and

it’s very gripping.

Speaker 2: I’'m not very keen on sci-fi films. I prefer romantic films or comedies.

Module T — Unit 1 | Really Enjoyed It
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Speaker 1: I still think you should watch it. Everything about it is really well done. The
acting is excellent. It’s one of those films that keep you on the edge of your
seat — you get very caught up in the story. I hate films that are predictable
and don’t hold your interest.

Speaker 2: Well, if it’s that good, I'll watch it.

J
~

Conversation 3

Speaker 1: I finally managed to see that film that everybody is talking about — the one
based on a very famous book. It’s a fantasy film.

Speaker 2: Yes, I know the one you mean. I've seen it five times already. I love it!

Speaker 1: I didn’t think I would enjoy it very much as I’'m not usually interested in that
kind of film, but I'm glad I did watch it — I enjoyed it very much. The special
effects were tremendous! I don’t know how they made the different monsters
so realistic and so frightening. I had thought it was a children’s film, but it
isn’t at all.

Speaker 2: Yes, and the scenery throughout the film is wonderful. I think it was filmed in
New Zealand.

Speaker 1: That’s right. Yes, the scenery really adds to the action. I was so involved in it!
It’s really exciting from start to finish. In fact, I think I'll watch it again this

evening!

N /

Read through the conversations at least twice, changing roles each time.

Expressing Preferences, Likes, and Dislikes
The three conversations have many examples of expressions showing likes and dislikes. Find
the expressions in the conversations and complete the table below.

Likes Dislikes
It's for all ages. | didn't like it )
| really it. I Xs that have ...
| was very by ... It sounds a bit
Everything about it is really : I'm not very on ...
You get very in ... I Xs that are ...
| was so in it. I'm not usually in ...
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Discussing Films
The following terms are all related to films. If you are unsure of any of them, check their
meanings in a dictionary.

setting theme music scenery camera work
characters plot acting special effects

The three conversations also have many expressions that are frequently used when discussing
films. Find the expressions in the conversations and complete the phrases below.

... the one that won lots of

... films that have more plots.

... films that let me from reality.
The animation / is ...

... a science fiction thriller space.
It's very )
It's one of those films that keeps you your seat.
... the one a very famous book.

The special were ...

It was in ...

It's really exciting from to

Activity A
Work in pairs. Use appropriate expressions to complete the following conversation.

~

Speaker 1: Have you seen the James Bond film Casino Royale?
Speaker 2: Yes, it was released quite some time ago. I've seen it a couple of times. I really
it. What did you think of it?
Speaker 1: To be honest, I thought the plot was a bit . The
is excellent, though, and I was very by the special

Speaker 2: Well, I found it really from

Speaker 1: I think it appeals more to children than adults.
Speaker 2: Not at all. I think it’s for . I’'m sorry you

didn’t it very much.

N /

In pairs, read through the conversation at least twice, changing roles each time.

Module 1 — Unit 1 |Really Enjoyed It 15



Activity B

Work in pairs. Choose two of the films listed below and discuss them with your partner.
Alternatively, you can choose two films you have both seen and discuss them instead. Before
you start your discussion, make a few notes on your opinions of the films in the boxes provided.

® [ord of the Rings ® Minions
® Hunger Games ® Monster Hunt
® Jurassic World ® Sleepless in Seattle
e X-Men ® Mission Impossible
® The Monkey King ® The Avengers
Notes on Film 1 Notes on Film 2

Section C: Directed Listening

¢ Interpreting Information
You will hear seven conversations, each followed by a question. Answer each question by
circling the correct answer or ticking the box.

1.
New World Cinema
The Martian 12:30; 2:00; 5:00; 7:30

Starring: Matt Damon
Directed by: Ridley Scott

Night at the Museum: Secret of the Tomb 2:30; 4:00; 6:30; 9:00

Starring: Ben Stiller, Owen Wilson, Robin Williams
Directed by: Shawn Levy
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Art House Cinema

American Dreams in China

Starring: Huang Xiaoming, Deng Chao, Tong

Dawei

Directed by: Peter Chan

So Young

Starring: Zishan Yang

Directed by: Zhao Wei

BBC 1

7:00 Britain and
Ireland’s Next Top
Model

Contestants compete
to win a modelling
contract.

BBC 2
7:00 Roadtrippers

Lucy and George end
up sharing a car on
their way to a mutual
friend’s wedding.
They encounter a
series of mishaps
along the way.

12:30; 3:00; 6:30; 11:00

1:30; 5:00; 11:30

ITV

7:00 Exploring the
Mekong Delta

Sue Perkins explores
the wildlife along the
Mekong River.

US Singles Chart

This Week
1 What Do You Mean — Justin Bieber
2 Wildest Dreams — Taylor Swift
3 Downtown — Macklemore and Ryan Lewis
4 The Hills — Weekend
5 Good For You — Selena Gomez
6 Cheerleader — OMI
7 On My Mind — Ellie Goulding
8 Cool for the Summer — Demi Lovato
9 Fight Song — Rachael Platten
10 Photograph — Ed Sheeran

Module 1 — Unit 1

Channel 4
7:00 Before Our Eyes

When a series of
murders sweep
through the town, the
Wilsons are forced to
accept that the killer
is someone close to
them.

Last Week

| Really Enjoyed It
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Online Streaming Chart

_ No. of Weeks
This Week on Chart
1 Pacific Rim 5
2 Bride Wars 4
3 Avatar 2
4 Big Hero 9
5 Fast and Furious 13
6 Breakup Buddies 7
7 Cinderella 4
8 From Vegas to Macau |l 7
9 [ronman 3 30
10 The Taking of Tiger Mountain 11
6:00 News
6:30  Chinese Idol
7:00 The Pearl Report
7:20  Financial Report
7:30  Empresses in the Palace
8:00  The Asian Wall Street Journal Report
9:00 Batman Begins

~3

YOUNG LOVE

O
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TIMETOR

THE GOLDEN AGE

Bestsellers — Fiction

This Week Last Week
1 Grandpa’s Great Escape — David Walliams 1
2 Go Set a Watchman — Harper Lee 2
3 Career of Evil— Robert Galbraith -
4 Lamentation — C J Sansom 5
5 The Girl on the Train — Paul Hawkins 8
6 Before | Go to Sleep — S J Watson 7
7 The Husband'’s Secret — Lianne Moriarty 6
8 A Brief History of Seven Killings — Marlon James -
9 Warriors of the Storm — Bernard Cornwell 4

—
o

The Tea Planter’s Wife — Dinah Jefferies -

Section D: Culture Corner

Convincing Others

/

The ability to convince others of your opinion is an invaluable skill to have. In
the course of your life you will find that you need to convince universities to give you
a position, employers to hire you, and colleagues to respect your opinions and possibly
follow your ideas. While initially people may think that convincing someone is forcing

them to agree, in actual fact it is a case of appealing through either emotion or logic so

that the other person comes round to seeing your point of view.
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