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#3%. The “Classic of Waters” says: “At the mouth of Pengli stands the Stone Bell

Mountain. ” Its commentator Li Daoyuan (died A.D. 527) states that “there is a deep
water at its foot, where the winds and waves striking the rocks make a sound like that of

great bells.”
E£3%. According to The Book of Waters, at the mouth of the Pengli Lake stands a

hill named Stone Bell. Li Daoyuan explains in his annotation, “The base of the hill rea-

ches a deep pond. Stirred by the breeze, the rippling of waves onto the stones sounds like

the ringing of huge bells.”
Z3%&. It is said in Shui Jing that at the mouth of the Pengli Lake is the Stone Bell

Mountain. Geologist Li Yuan assumed that there was a deep pond at the base of the

mountain, and that the hollow chime of a big bell was created by the waves beating

against the mountain rocks in a gentle wind.

Bi%E. The Guide to Waterways states, “At the mouth of Lake Peng-li stands Stone
Bells Mountain.” Li Tao-yuan believed that “where the foot of the mountain meets the

deep lake, a slight breeze stirs up the waves so that the water strikes the rocks, producing

sounds like that of great bells.”
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#3%. When struck with a wooden handle, they made a clanging sound, dying away

gradually like bells, one in a clearer and the other in a muffled tone.

:E£1% . When he struck two stones from the lakeshore, the one from the south hill

sounded dull and muffled compared to the one from the north hill, which sounded clear

and rich with a lasting resonation.

Z1%. When struck with a drumstick, the southern rock sounded dull and indistinct

whereas the northern one rang with crystalline clarity. When the striking stopped, the

sound lingered for quite a while.

B3F. “I stuck them and listened,” he wrote. “The one to the south sounded deep

and turbid, the one to the north had a high, clear pitch. After they were struck, the

sounds continued to reverberate as the vibrations slowly faded.”
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#7%. A monk sent a boy to show us. The boy took an ax and struck at some of the

rocks near by at random, but there was nothing unusual about the dull thuds. I gave up

for hearsay and laughed.

“£7% . When the bonze told a boy to strike at a couple of stones in the rubbles to emit
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thumping sounds, I frankly laughed it away.

Z3%. A monk of a Buddhist temple sent a boy to find some rocks and strike them

with an ax. They rang with a hollow sound, and I smiled with skepticism.

B&i%. A Buddhist monk had a boy bring along an ax and strike one or two of the

scattered rocks. They gave off a dull thud — “hung-hung” — and I laughed in disbelief.
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#3%. The hawks nesting above flew up with raucous cries upon hearing our ap-

proach. There was another noise like an old man coughing, chortling somewhere in the

air. We were told that this came from a species of cranes.
“£3% . Startled by my approach, falcons nesting on the hill took sudden flights, hoo-

ting amid the clouds; cranes whooped and chuckled like old men in the ravine. We were

told that this came from a species of cranes.
Z3%. A gu, akind of fierce bird, was startled from rest by our voice, flew up with

a squawking sound towards the sky. Then a sound like the coughing and laughing of an old

man echoed through the misty valley. “It is the cry of a water bird,” the boatman said.

&1%&. The perching falcons on the mountaintop were startled by the sound of hu-

mans, and their piercing cries — “che-che” — rang out through the sky. And then there

were sounds like an old man yelling and laughing in a canyon. Someone said, “That must

be a crane.”
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#3%. Upon close examination, I found that at the foot of the cliff were a number of

stone caves of unknown depth. When the waves hit the caves, it made that roaring,

surging noise.
£7&. As I looked closely, I detected nooks and crannies around the hill-base. 1 did

not know the depth, but the noise surely came from the lapping and swirling of waters in

them.
#£3%. I looked around and saw that the rocks at the foot of the precipice were full of

crevices and cavities of unknown depths, from which this sound issued when the scourging

waves surged and reverberated among them.

A%F. We slowly approached to investigate and found that at the foot of the moun-
tain were grottoes and fissures in the rock. I could not tell how deep they were, but it was

the small waves which entered, surged around, and crashed against each other that were

causing this sound.
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#3%. On turning back past Hanshan, at the point where the lake waters joined the

big river, there was a huge rock in the middle of the stream, big enough to hold a hun-
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dred people. This huge boulder was full of holes and hollows, and the winds and waters

sucking through them swish-swashed and made a booming noise, which joined with the

clanging from the water caves to make such a symphony.

“£7%. When the boat came between the hills and approached the wharf, I noticed a
colossal reef in the midstream, spacious enough to hold a hundred people. The numerous
crevices in the hollow reef inhaled and exhaled wind and water, thumping and ringing to

echo the previous pealing and rumbling, as if in a harmonious music.

Z3%. On the way back, our boat followed a winding course nestled between two
mountains. Before we entered the harbor, I spotted a huge rock standing in midstream.
It is so big that about one hundred persons could sit on it. It was hollow and had many

cavities. Wind and water swept in and out of them, making pounding sounds like the

striking of the bell and beating of the drum. in almost deliberate counterpart to the previ-

ous sound.

&%, As the boat returned, it passed between two mountains and was about to enter
the harbor. There was a huge rock standing in the middle of the current, which could ac-
commodate a hundred people seated. It was hollow inside, and it also had many holes in

it. It swallowed and spit out the wind and water, giving off ringing sounds — “kuan-kan

tang-ta” — as the water struck it. It seemed to reply to the booming sound we had previ-

ously heard, just like a musical performance.

X B SO AR - /M IR BI 1L 2 8], 7R 2 U b T A — RO A
AT AR E R s 241, 5 ROK A AR, R R e E 5 22 R 5 R RS A B
F A MR TR 25— 28 Sk o KB S8 DU 138 3, 13035 A e Rl A H v, B2 87K A A
Z#, MFEFH) sucking through them swish-swashed BEZ B T X Fp S #, A 3
PRBL T 7K A E B 2 e 7RI H Y inhaled and exhaled wind and water tAE % T2 52
BT AR AR Z I, B AASOR , 5 5 8 7= A 30 1R ok (1 as if in
a harmonious music W25 AL —FhSE Ry =52 , B H v, 24 MR s A R X il
ASFAT T 1 ) J A5 55 (L) ) SEURN RO AR R R AR AR € 5 B Y R SR e —
3, AR R AR N T ik

IG5 0], BEMG 58 SR I AR SCH R ke, ZE S e R AN, 7R AT DA
W5 b RN BRI AR BOULEEAZ 3 o X Se R I o A 4 /NI 52 % 1)
REAE L 7 AN i B 1 A e U Y

2. WERAE

HIOCR IR/ SCF R 2R TR H 058 RO S 2R TG . IO i, E B2 3




B—F PESABERIXILFET T .

BICOIRRI 85 7K 5 B BORRE . (BT SEOCARORG B TR ME S 210, R SE A R E B,
ABERAT A WA= 2 DU B R B SR JRZ

BIOCRHE RS BIOCH 9™ B R AR VR e 30 TR A REARURRR . X i
A BT 46 A ST . SHEY A s B kel A T R R
USSR X B A YRS A R IR AR S AR E AR LAY
Bz, GHED RGNS BRSPS RN LIRS, B NZ R SME R =Y SR
DB G — RSN S AT A SRR A RS R RS R m . fEE 2
AR i — PRI 2 DN X R RS IE WA 35 A 2 i 58 . Xl R 3R 5 D R R 52
— SR AE G — ENBE S — . BT AFRATT AT U () A TR ECC B 5
I MRS A VA - R 2 A SEAEUR R B A N A 2 56 B 0 2 i i Bk
ZHE R

DEE TR P D2 S A O AR TR A n/n\,ﬁ&ﬁﬂli AR R S AR 1] 332
BT —FLBRE MR 2 527 ARARAS EAT A ST, BT HOHIR 1 s A5 1)
AR T MR BUR B . BOCHIL B M 2 — A T 2R R, ARz
HABEAZU A ST SRS 3P RO sUar i T3, Bt & 8. g
TR SC P BT HAACRT IR B I (5] 4 7% | 25 (A 55 2 B 20 85, 3 W] R ) s A S
SRR

B BRGNS BT KA TR A A R AR IA K
A

#3% . That night, however, there was a bright moon, and I took a boat with Mai to

the foot of the mountain. The river here was flanked by a high cliff almost a thousand

feet high. As seen in the moonlight, the rocks looked very much like some weird mon-

sters or dark spirits in frightening postures.

£3%. In the bright moonlight after dusk, I took a small boat with Su Mai and came

under the cliff. By my side towered a thousand-foot rock, as if a wild beast or exotic de-

mon were threatening to jump at us.

#3% . At nightfall, my son and I rowed a boat to the foot of the precipice in the

bright moonlight. Its stone face reared up before us, rising a thousand feet above the

pond, like some predatory beast or monstrous behemoth poised to engulf us.

A%, In the evening when the moon shone brightly, I went with Mai alone in a

small boat to the foot of the cliff. The huge rock rose slanting up a thousand chi, resemb-

ling a ferocious beast or a strange demon, terrifying as if it was about to seize one.
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#3%. People often discredit this statement, for bells and musical stones submerged

in waves do not make such a sound, not to speak of rocks.

:£3%. There has been a widespread skepticism about this view. Placed in the waters,

a bell or a stone chime will never ring in the stormiest waves, let alone the hill-stones!

Z3%. However, there are those who view his theory with disbelief. If a bell or a
stone ging, let alone a solid rock; is put into the water, even the watery bombardment of

a tempest cannot induce it to ring.

B 1F. People have often doubted this explanation. Recently, some bells and chimes

were placed in the middle of the water, and although a strong wind stirred up the waves,

they did not emit any sounds. So how could this be true of the rocks?
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#3%. Isaid to my son: “Mai, you see. That clanging from the caves will help you to

understand the mention in history books of the sound of the bells of the Emperor Jing of

Zhou Dynasty, and the boom will help you to appreciate the description of the orchestra
bells of the Wei Zhuangzi.”
E3% . [ said to Su Mai with a smile, “Have you kept it in your mind? The thumping

and ringing seem to come from the Wuyi Bell owned by King Jing of the Zhou Dynasty;
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the pealing and rumbling seem to come from the stringed chime owned by Wei Zhuangzi
of the Jin State.”

2%, | said to my son with a smile, “Do you know that the first sound is called

‘Wushe’, after the sound produced by a bell cast during the reign of Emperor Jing of the

Zhou Dynasty, and that the second sound resembled that produced by the ‘Music Bell’

given to Wei Jiang by a prince of the Kingdom of Jin?”

B 3#%. I laughed and said to Mai, “Do you recognize this booming sound is the bell

Wauyi of King Ching of the Chou dynasty, and the ringing sounds are the Singing Bells of

Wei Hsien-tzu?”
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#3%. One is often inclined to doubt ancient records until one personally sees these

things.
2£7% . Can we draw groundless conclusions without seeing or hearing by ourselves?

3% . Is it right for one to assume that something exists without seeing or hearing it

on one’s own?

&% . Should one arbitrarily decide about the existence of something without person-

ally investigating it?
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#3%. 1 write this down, to show that Li Daoyuan did not say enough and Li Bo did

not know enough.

£ . I have written down my experience to regret Li Daoyuan’s oversimplification

and deride Li Bo’s ignorance.

#Z3%. 1 recorded this experience to show that I felt sorry for the sketchiness of Li

Yuan’s description and could not help laughing at Li Bo’s inept efforts.

&%, I have written this down because I regret Li Tao-yuan’s simplicity and laugh at

Li Bo’s shallowness.
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